
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5833 July 16, 2019 
House will raise the wages of 40 million 
Americans. 

It has been 10 years—10 years—since 
the Federal minimum wage has been 
increased. It has been stuck at $7.25 
since July 24, 2009. During that time, 
the cost of living has gone up 18 per-
cent. 

Today, a full-time worker earning 
the minimum wage working year-round 
without even a week’s vacation, they 
earn only $1,250 a month, or $15,000 a 
year. It is far below the monthly ex-
penses for the average family of $3,000, 
which is what the monthly expenses 
are. 

A new report from the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee on which I serve as 
vice chair shows that today’s minimum 
wage doesn’t even cover the cost of 
housing for the typical American fam-
ily. The minimum wage is far from a 
living wage. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Raise the Wage Act and in-
crease it to $15 by 2024. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
EMILY KATHRYN GOSS 

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life of Ms. Emily 
Kathryn Goss of Caesar, Mississippi, 
whose life was unfortunately cut short 
on July 12 at the age of 17. 

Emily was a captain of the cheer 
team at Hancock High School, where 
she would have been a senior this up-
coming fall semester. She was a hard-
working honor student who stayed ac-
tive in various clubs. When she wasn’t 
at school, Emily worked at the Coun-
try Side Diner and was also a baby-
sitter. 

Emily is remembered for being a lov-
ing, kindhearted young woman who 
was always smiling and loved life. She 
was a faithful member of her youth 
group at Union Baptist Church. 

She is survived by her parents, Kevin 
and Christina Goss, as well as her sis-
ter, Elise, whom she shared an insepa-
rable bond with. My thoughts and pray-
ers are with her loved ones as they 
grieve the loss of Emily. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join 
me in a moment of silence to honor the 
life of Ms. Emily Kathryn Goss. 

f 

HUMANITARIAN STANDARDS 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
month, we learned of two Facebook 
groups in which CBP agents made hate-
ful comments about the women, chil-
dren, and asylum-seekers under their 
custody and, therefore, their responsi-
bility. 

This kind of racism, xenophobia, and 
violent misogyny is unacceptable. CBP 

must be held accountable to end these 
shameful comments and the cruel, in-
humane treatment of children in their 
custody. 

We can’t simply fund supplies and ex-
pect a behavior change. That is why I 
am grateful to Homeland Security 
Committee Chairman THOMPSON and to 
Chairman NADLER and Chair LOFGREN 
of the Committee on the Judiciary for 
holding a markup of my bill, the Hu-
manitarian Standards for Individuals 
in CPB Custody Act, to ensure our 
treatment of children, women, and 
families is consistent with the prin-
ciples of basic human dignity. 

My bill sets the basic standards we 
need to create a comprehensive public 
health approach to the humanitarian 
challenges at our border. Together, we 
are moving this bill forward to prevent 
children from dying and restore hu-
manity to our treatment of children 
under the custody and responsibility of 
the Federal Government. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF EVA 
MOZES KOR 

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the incredible life of 
Eva Mozes Kor. Eva was a friend, a 
Holocaust survivor, and an inspiration 
to us all. 

As a young girl, Eva and her family 
were held at the Auschwitz concentra-
tion camp. While at Auschwitz, Eva 
and her twin sister, Miriam, were sub-
jected to inhumane medical experi-
ments by the Nazi doctor Josef 
Mengele until their liberation in 1945. 

Eva and her sister were the only 
members of their family to survive the 
horrors of Auschwitz. Despite this dark 
atrocity, Eva used her life to spread 
the message of forgiveness. 

Eva married Michael Kor in 1960 and 
later that year moved to Terre Haute, 
Indiana, in my district, where they 
raised two children. 

Eva also spent decades teaching Hoo-
siers the importance of finding peace, 
healing, and hope. In 1995, Eva opened 
the CANDLES Holocaust Museum in 
Terre Haute, creating a permanent 
home to remind us of the power of for-
giveness and compassion. 

Eva passed away, peacefully, at the 
age of 84 during her annual trip to Po-
land. 

Eva Kor was an incredible woman of 
integrity, spirit, and forgiveness, and 
her story will be shared for generations 
to come. May her memory be a bless-
ing. 

f 

AMERICAN WORKERS DESERVE A 
FAIR WAGE 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, this week, for the first time 

in a decade, the House will vote to in-
crease the Federal minimum wage to 
$15 an hour. This legislation is long 
overdue. 

Most economists believe that our 
country is suffering from a crisis of in-
come inequality. It is virtually impos-
sible for a working family to get by, let 
alone get ahead, working a—or several 
minimum wage jobs. 

Instead of actually increasing wages, 
this President and our Republican col-
leagues have showered the wealthiest 
with trillions in tax cuts that will 
never have a meaningful impact on 
economic growth and opportunity. 

This Congress needs to promote the 
dignity of work, and that starts with 
increasing the value of that work and 
paying Americans a fair wage. And the 
economic security that a fair wage will 
provide gives families the opportunity 
to participate in the economy and not 
struggle in its shadows. 

So as a matter of basic fairness and 
dignity, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Raise the Wage Act. 

f 

b 1215 

WIDOW’S TAX: STILL TIME TO DO 
THE RIGHT THING 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, it has been 3 legislative days 
since House Democrats undermined the 
Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act 
by shifting the bipartisan bill into a 
partisan NDAA. 

There is still time to correct the wid-
ow’s tax on spouses of servicemembers 
whose lives were lost during Active 
Duty or through a service-connected 
cause. 

Members of Congress know this legis-
lation is critical, with over 365 cospon-
sors being 86 percent of the Members of 
Congress. 

Congress needs to act out of respect 
of members of the military and their 
families. 

According to the ongoing WUSA 9 re-
port, thousands of surviving military 
spouses feel their government has 
abandoned them. This is unconscion-
able. 

As Edith Smith, a surviving spouse, 
said, those who died earned this ben-
efit. It is not a gratuitous benefit. 
They earned it. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, God bless 
our troops, and we will never forget 
September the 11th in the global war 
on terrorism. 

f 

WE ARE ALL AMERICANS 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, this 
weekend, the President used racist, 
xenophobic tropes to divide the coun-
try and evoke fear and anger. 
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